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The budget has been consuming 
much time lately, both working on the 
school district’s budget and working 
with our legislators and advocacy groups 
to highlight our concerns with 
Pennsylvania’s budget.  This is a brief 
update of where those two items stand. 
Moshannon Valley Budget 

On April 19th, the School Board 
Finance Committee met for the third 
and final time, prior to our preliminary 
budget approval in May.  To date, the 
District is looking at revenues of 
$15,760,024 against expenses of 
$16,335,024 for a $575,000 revenue 
shortfall.   

The District continues to refine the 
budget and is proposing a 2 mil  tax 
increase for the 2021-2022 school year 
strictly tied to the approval of the new 
elementary gym construction project.  

To error on the side of caution, we 
have proposed a flat Basic Education 
Funding [BEF] subsidy consistent with 
the projections from state education 
organizations.  We have planned for flat 
healthcare costs, as well, based on 
information provided to us from various 
sources.   

The state budget does not appear 
likely to align with Governor Wolf’s 
proposed budget in February. 
The Pennsylvania Budget 

State budget talks are progressing, 
and it remains a good possibility that the 
budget will be early or, at the very least, 
on time, barring anything unexpected.  

Both the House and Senate will be 
back in full session and most are 
expecting a strong push to get the 
budget completed.  However, it is 
important to note that lawmakers are 
still going through the process of 
holding hearings and discussing 
proposals.  The Federal Stimulus money 
to the state will provide stability for this 
year and close the multi-billion dollar 
deficit, but tough decisions will have to 
be made in the future.  

These important topics are why MV 
regularly meets with our local legislators 
and members of the House and Senate 
Education Committees to discuss 
funding, charter school funding, school 
safety, mental health funding, and 
more.  While some of those meetings 
are virtual now, they are no less 
important. 

 
 
   

DISTRICT NEWS 
[Top]  Members of the staff met with State 
Representative Tommy Sankey and Dale 
Kirsch from the Pennsylvania School Boards 
Association to discuss issues related to public 
education.   
 
[Bottom]  Students in Ms. Houston’s 
geography class taking a virtual reality tour 
of US National Parks. 
 
 

State of the Budget 
 

By Dr. John W. Zesiger      
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News  

& Notes 

 
Upcoming Events & Activities 

Black Knight Pride! 

High School Principal, Mr. Albright is finishing his 8th year as an administrator at 
Moshannon Valley.  Commenting on this school year, he stated, “Navigating the 
school year, given the circumstances, I think our District has done a great job.  Our 
students, faculty, staff, and community have followed guidance for masking, 
distancing and disinfecting, which minimized the number of days disrupted due to 
COVID at both buildings.”   

He added that he felt all staff has grown in the areas of technology, applications 
like Google Classrooms and Google Meets to facilitate learning through a virtual 
setting being a few.  “My hope is that all teachers would continue to expand their 
use of the various instructional technologies utilized this year as it will continue to 
benefit our students and engage them in their learning.”  He added that in the 
future, even if we only have 5 virtual days a year (due to weather), we need to 
ensure these are as meaningful as when we are in-person.   

Business Manager… 
On April 19th, the Moshannon 

Valley School Board reached an 
agreement to postpone Mrs. Harchak’s 
retirement while we work on a plan to 
locate and prepare her successor.  The 
District is appreciative of Mrs. Harchak 
and her willingness to continue to serve 
the students, staff, and families of the 
Moshannon Valley District.  She will 
work through the 2021-2022 school 
year. 

 
 

 

 May 18: Academic Awards & 

Scholarships – Virtual   

 May 20: Music Awards & 

Concert (Band & Choir) – 

Football Field   

 May 24: Baccalaureate  

 May 25: All-Sports Awards 

Ceremony  

 
 

Agriculture & Technology… 
The District recently slightly changed the 

focus or our technology education position.  
The new position will incorporate many of the 
traditional tech ed aspects, as well as an 
agriculture focus, including the greenhouse, 
aquaponics lab, and outdoor space.  New 
instructor Mrs. Kayla Stauffer-Edmiston will 
be joining the District in August.  The real 
advantage is that the agriculture portion of 
the program opens avenues for engagement 
for an entirely new group of students.  It is fair 
to say that the program will have something 
for just about every student in the district, 
from woodworking to welding to wildlife.   

 

[Left]  Kindergarten working on a unit on clouds and learning how they are 
formed.  {Right}  Summer band students preparing for band front try-outs.  


